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Colleagues, 

 

I would like to update you on the latest activity from around the University, with particular focus on 

the Corporate Plan for 2014/15, which sets out our shared actions and priorities for the year 

ahead.  

Corporate Plan  

In order to deliver Strategy 2020: Building Success we will make early investments to progress our 

strategic objectives and to ensure that our processes, systems, structures and business planning 

capabilities are optimised and aligned with our vision and values. The University Court has agreed 

the budget and investment plans for the year ahead. 

 

The Corporate plan and summary details of the budget and investment plan can be found on the 

corporate plan intranet pages. Please take the time to read these, I would be happy to answer any 

questions relating to the plan. We will discuss these in more detail at my October campus 

conversations.  

Graduations  

Earlier in the month the graduation ceremonies at the Usher 

Hall saw nearly 2,000 students cross the stage and receive 

their Edinburgh Napier awards. It is a wonderful day of 

celebration of their achievement for their families, friends and 

the staff who have supported them throughout their studies. 

 

It was a week of celebration for me as I also attended my son 

Owen’s graduation. It is hard to put into words the pride you feel when you see your children 

graduating and also that little bit of apprehension about what comes next. I enjoy the excitement 

of our graduates as they take the first steps in their careers and lives after university and it is a 

journey that I am privileged to be part of. I also take pride in and applaud the achievement of all of 

our staff who in a range of different ways have contributed to our students’ success. 

http://bit.ly/1ncUHJc
http://bit.ly/1k1fSLI
http://bit.ly/L60Vv9
http://staff.napier.ac.uk/services/principal/Pages/CorporatePlan.aspx
http://staff.napier.ac.uk/services/principal/Pages/CorporatePlan.aspx
http://staff.napier.ac.uk/services/principal/Pages/CorporatePlan.aspx


 

Thanks to the many staff who were involved in the graduation ceremonies and who made these 

days special for all of our graduates.  

Finance Director  

I am sure you will all join me in welcoming our new Finance Director, Simon Belfer to Edinburgh 

Napier. Simon took up post on 1 July and many of you will meet him in the near future. I look 

forward to working with him as we implement our Strategy 2020. 

 

I would also like to offer my thanks to Andrew Jefferson for his contribution as Interim Finance 

Director over the last six months. Andrew will now be moving to a different role in the University 

where he will work with the University Leadership Team to review the operating processes and 

structures in the University to better enable us to deliver our Strategy 2020. This will include 

working with Iain McIntosh to help devise an appropriate operating structure for the Research and 

Innovation Office.  

Alumni and Staff Party  

It was great to see so many of you at our Alumni Day and staff 

and student party on Saturday 28 June at Craiglockhart. There 

is truth in the rumour that I took part in the school sports race, 

which got a little competitive. A special mention to our new 

Director of Academic Strategy Mark Huxham who put all of us 

to shame in the sack race. 

 

It was a fantastic day and a particular thanks to all the staff 

who organised the event. You can see more pictures from the 

day here.  

Campus Conversations  

The next round of Campus Conversations will be taking place in October. More information about 

the format of these events will be available in my next newsletter and also on my intranet pages. 

The dates are: 

 Craiglockhart Campus - Wednesday 22 October, 1.30 - 3.30pm, Lindsay Stewart 
Lecture Theatre  

 Merchiston Campus - Thursday 23 October, 1 - 3pm, A17  
 Sighthill Campus - Friday 24 October, 11am - 1pm, 1.D.02 

Get in touch  

I am always interested in hearing your feedback and views on University matters (no matter how 

small or large!). There are a number of ways you can contact me including emailing 

principal@napier.ac.uk or via my office team on ext. 6401. In the next few months I will be 

coming to a location near you so that staff can pop in and have a chat. I will confirm dates and 

campuses soon. 

 

 

https://storify.com/EdinburghNapier/50th-anniversary-alumni-day
http://staff.napier.ac.uk/services/principal/strategy2020/Pages/CampusConversations.aspx
mailto:principal@napier.ac.uk
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