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Colleagues, 

 

I hope you have all had a good few weeks and are enjoying the buzz on our campuses with the 

return of our students. I’d like to update you on some news from the last few weeks.  

People  

I am delighted to welcome Anita Ogilvie to the University as Executive Manager (Strategy). Anita 

started on 19 September and I’m sure many of you will get to meet her in the coming months. 

Anita will be responsible for directly supporting me and the University Leadership team (ULT) in 

implementing Strategy 2020: Building Success which involves leading the integration, coordination 

and monitoring of the high level University strategic plans required to deliver our strategic 

objectives. 

 

I am also pleased to announce that Naomi Graham will be joining us as Director of International 

Operations. Naomi is currently Deputy Head of International Recruitment at the University of 

Glasgow, and will join us in early December. 

Campus Conversations  

During the next round of Campus Conversations I plan to 

focus on how we as a community are moving our strategy 

forward, reflecting on our achievements during 13/14 and 

looking forward to the years ahead. I would like to hear your 

views on our progress and ideas for future development. The 

dates are: 

 Craiglockhart Campus - Wednesday 22 October, 
1.30 - 3.30pm, Lindsay Stewart Lecture Theatre 

http://bit.ly/1ncUHJc
http://bit.ly/1k1fSLI
http://bit.ly/L60Vv9


 Merchiston Campus - Thursday 23 October, 1 - 3pm, A17 

 Sighthill Campus - Friday 24 October, 11am - 1pm, 1.D.02 

 

Please use the voting buttons to reserve your place or email ideaevents@napier.ac.uk and please 

make sure to bring your phones and iPads as we will be using a textwall to capture all of your 

feedback. 

Matriculation and Open Day  

The new matriculation process has gained a lot of positive feedback from staff and students alike, 

with many commenting on the improved experience for our students. Nearly 6,000 new students 

have now matriculated and somehow it is already week three! I would like to thank all of the staff 

who have been involved in the new matriculation process for working tirelessly to deliver this great 

outcome. 

 

Our Undergraduate Open Day will be taking place on Saturday 4 October. I know that many of 

you will be involved on the day and I will also be there to meet our prospective students. I look 

forward to seeing you.  

Internationalising our work  

In early September, I visited Hong Kong and 

Singapore with other colleagues. In Hong Kong I met 

long-standing academic partners and some more 

recent partners who share our ambition and values. 

Our discussions focused on how we can extend 

collaboration to our mutual benefit. Along with 

colleagues from the Business School I welcomed new 

students who are joining our programmes at City 

University of Hong Kong, SCOPE, and heard about 

their ambition and hopes for their study and careers.  

 

To mark our 50th anniversary we hosted an event for 

alumni, academic partners and supporters. It was a 

great opportunity for me to talk about Strategy 2020: 

Building Success and our aspirations as a University. 

It also offered me and my colleagues the opportunity 

to find more ways in which we can collaborate to give 

our students international experiences and to extend opportunities for our students studying with 

us in Hong Kong.  

 

Finally I spent some time in Singapore where I was able to meet with Stephen Riady one of the 

University’s long-time supporters.  

Academic collaboration: RZSS  

mailto:ideaevents@napier.ac.uk


In late August, I joined colleagues from the School of Life, Sports & 

Social Sciences at a meeting at Edinburgh Zoo with the Royal 

Zoological Society of Scotland. The meeting was an opportunity to 

share our vision and aspirations and identify projects that we could 

collaborate on for mutual benefit. Both institutions have agreed to work 

together and develop a valuable partnership for the future. 

 

Thanks to Gary Hutchinson for taking this development forward. I 

particularly enjoyed our breakout activity which was ‘animal 

handling’…I did not expect the animals involved to weigh nearly two 

tons though – yes we were introduced to the rhinoceros!  

Get in touch  

I am interested in hearing your feedback and views on University matters (no matter how small or 

large!). I am starting a series of visits to schools and professional services in the near future, and 

look forward to chatting with many staff then. 

 

For individual or small group meetings, in October I will be available on the following dates to meet 

with colleagues. Please email principal@napier.ac.uk to arrange a meeting or contact my office on 

ext. 6401 

 

Merchiston Campus 

Thursday 16 October – 1 - 2pm 

 

Sighthill Campus 

Thursday 2 October - 10.30 - 11.30am 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Edinburgh Napier University 

Sighthill Campus 

Sighthill Court 

Edinburgh 

EH11 4BN  

T. 0131 455 6400 0131 455 6400 

E. principal@napier.ac.uk 

W. staff.napier.ac.uk/principal 
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