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• All participants will be muted for the duration of the 
webinar.

• Q&A function available should be used to submit 
questions.

• Presentation slides will be available on the UKRO Portal 
later today; the webinar is not recorded.

• Email with links to slides and feedback questionnaire
will be sent after the webinar.

UKRO webinars – housekeeping



1. UKRO’s activities and services/Situation in Brussels
2. Impact on Horizon 2020

– Ongoing Horizon 2020 projects
– Calls for proposals/targeted calls
– Other EU programmes

3. Future programmes
4. Other considerations

– Fast Track access to Research Infrastructures
– UK Entry Visa Extensions
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UKRO’s activities
Situation in Brussels and our services



• ​​UKRO is continuing its services in full, though with some 
adjustments

• Belgium in lockdown until 19 April currently
• European institutions, stakeholder offices etc. have moved 

to home working

Situation in Brussels 



• Stay in touch with your European Advisor: 
– arrange an online call/UK phone numbers now also available. 
– Email query services continue as normal. 

• UKRO MSCA/ERC NCPs:
– Email query service continues and online calls can be arranged.
– NCP events planned (online) in April/May 

• UKRO visit: For UKRO visits in the coming weeks, your EA 
will contact you to discuss alternatives
– UKRO has started delivering “online visits” (with adjusted times and 

agendas). 
– You can also postpone your visit.

UKRO services 



• UKRO events and training: Webinar schedule intensified, 
online alternatives
– ELO Catch up now online on 7 April
– New ELO training postponed (one to one sessions possible)

UKRO services



• EU funding questions 
(COVID): 
– UKRO is gathering 

information from 
subscribers

– Keep subscribers updated 
on the UKRO Portal with 
regular articles and a 
COVID update page:

https://www.ukro.ac.uk/subscri
ber/Pages/covid-19.aspx

UKRO services 

https://www.ukro.ac.uk/subscriber/Pages/covid-19.aspx


Impact on Horizon 2020
Ongoing projects



• Situations that are 
unforeseeable/exceptional/be
yond control

• Not due to error/inevitable in 
spite of exercising due 
diligence

Force Majeure

• COVID-19 relevant examples: travel costs, event costs

• Notify the project officer
• Take steps to minimize damage
• Ensure you have documentation of cancellations, refunds, insurance 

claims for an audit
• Maximum grant amount cannot be increased



• Maximum flexibility will be given in relation to the action 
implementation.

• Whenever possible beneficiaries are encouraged to 
telework or to use other forms of remote working. 

• Teleworking costs will be accepted as eligible under the 
confinement period even if it is not the beneficiary’s usual 
practice to telework.

• Beneficiaries are also highly encouraged to shift their 
tasks whenever possible (e.g. postpone lab work where 
possible and prioritise desk based work)

• Questions on staff hired on grant contracts still open
• Also: questions on timesheets

Flexibility on implementation and costs



• Periods in which a researcher was absent for 30 
consecutive days or less (for reasons other than normal 
annual leave) can STILL be charged to the action and the 
costs will be eligible.

• Research, training and networking unit costs should be 
used primarily for the research, training and networking 
activities but beneficiaries may allocate some of these 
amounts to help maintaining the salary of the 
researchers that are prevented from implementing the 
action due to the Covid-19 situation.

Specific Commission advice on MSCA



• Exceptional circumstances 
arise (beyond control) which 
prevent activities being 
carried out as set out in the 
grant agreement

• Coordinator can request a 
suspension

Project suspension

• COVID-19 relevant examples: essential lab facilities cannot be 
accessed, essential staff cannot work on the project.

• Notify and discuss with the project officer
• Costs become ineligible during the suspension
• Maximum grant amount cannot be increased



• Beneficiaries may request an amendment for an extension 
of up to 6 months of initial project duration due to the 
Covid-19 situation

• Commission states that requests will be handled favorably 
and in a speedy manner

• Longer extensions on case-by-case assessment
• Maximum grant amount cannot be increased

Project extension 



• Full flexibility will be given on scheduled due dates for deliverables, 
milestones and reports whose performance was impacted by the 
confinement measures

• Reports linked to payments: flexibility will be allowed as regards the 
60 days period for the submission of the report but any late report 
linked to payment will subsequently lead to later payment.

• For final payments:
– Given the Covid 19 situation, the funding bodies will make the final 

payment even if the beneficiaries are unable to submit the Certificate 
on Financial Statements (‘CFS’) (but capped at the threshold required 
for CFS of EUR 324.999) – complementary payment of the balance 
once CFS is submitted. 

– For other delays of a final report, coordinators can request an 
extension for up to 6 months.

Deliverables and reporting



• All evaluations are carried out remotely using video or 
web-conference facilities

• Postponing a project start date
– Possible for grant agreements about to be signed and already signed 

but where the work as not started. 
– Will delay pre-financing payment

Other FAQs related to COVID-19



• In principle, amendments should not change the project 
fundamentally (as it was awarded).

• Commission will assess reorienting of projects on a case-
by case basis, and such amendments could exceptionally 
be granted. 

Re-directing project work to help tackle COVID-19?



Impact on Horizon 2020
Upcoming calls for proposals



Will the deadlines for Horizon 2020 calls be extended related to the 
COVID-19 outbreak?

"The recent escalation of restrictions related to the COVID-19 outbreak 
may hamper applicants’ ability to prepare and finalise high-quality 
proposals. For this reason, for Horizon 2020 calls with original 
deadlines between now and 15 April, extensions will be applied. The 
precise new deadlines for each call and topic will be published on the call 
and topic pages on the Funding and Tenders Portal…”

Frequently Asked Questions on Horizon 2020 Projects

https://tinyurl.com/uvdv2ul


Deadlines



Other updates
Horizon 2020 and COVID-19 



• SC1 emergency funding:
– 18 projects shortlisted in 

epidemiology, modelling, 
diagnostics, treatment and vaccines

• IMI 2 fast track call on COVID-
19 (€45 million) closed on 31 
March: development of 
treatments and diagnostic tests
– Several IMI projects are contributing 

to relevant research

COVID-19 calls/ongoing projects



• On 18 March, the Research Executive Agency (REA) 
updated its pages on business continuity measures. 

• Evaluations of ongoing and upcoming proposals are 
being organised remotely. Furthermore, grant 
management activities are continuing, however REA 
response time may be affected due to IT constraints. 

• Finally, beneficiaries are encouraged to follow 
@REA_reseach on Twitter, as decisions may change 
anytime due to exceptional circumstances.

Research Executive Agency

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/covid-19-research-executive-agency-business-continuity-measures-2020-mar-18_en


• The ERC have posted a statement on their website stating 
that they are doing their upmost to remain fully operational 
during this period, that grant management activities 
continue as normal and that panel evaluations are 
currently being organised remotely.

• Currently no delays to evaluations or application deadlines 
anticipated.

• Starting grant interviews possibly done online (tbc later 
this month).

European Research Council

https://erc.europa.eu/news/coronavirus-business-continuity-measures-erc


• The Research Executive Agency (REA) have released a 
statement advising grantees and fellows to follow the 
travel advice provided by national authorities and to 
cancel or postpone all non-essential travel where 
possible. 

• REA will adopt a flexible approach towards projects, 
which fail to meet grant agreement obligations due to 
the COVID-19 containment measures, and may apply 
the rules on force majeure, or extend the duration of 
projects.

• Projects will be assessed on a case-by-case basis and 
grantees and fellows should speak to their Project Officer 
if they require support.

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/covid-19-implications-your-msca-project-2020-mar-16_en


• Fellows and remote working: Anecdotal evidence 
suggests that REA are being flexible on the mobility 
rule during this period – i.e. remote working from 
country of origin, or for recruitment where starting dates 
have to be changed.

• Discuss with your project officer – and let UKRO know!

• MSCA RISE: letter of commitment signature

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions



Impact on future EU 
programmes

State of play



• Delay/meeting cancellations on all levels in EU institutions
• Questions over delay of MFF (to be seen)

– EP has requested that the Commission submits a proposal for an MFF 
contingency plan to provide a safety net to protect the beneficiaries of 
Union programmes (by 15 June)

• Horizon 2020 and Europe Programme Committees in 
March and April were cancelled – but expected to be 
organised as online meetings

• Work on Horizon Europe Strategic Plan continues
• UKRO understands that some Mission Boards are also 

continuing their work (e.g. Cancer). 
• Work on partnerships also continues.

COVID-19 impact on progress



Impact on other EU 
programmes

Erasmus+



• Commission statement: will 
apply maximum flexibility on 
the implementation of the 
programme

• To deal with participants being 
unable to travel, or return home, 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
Erasmus+ National Agencies are 
now permitted to invoke force 
majeure clauses/may accept 
additional costs up to a maximum 
grant amount. 

• Planned activities may also be 
postponed by up to 12 months per 
project. 

Erasmus+

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/news/corona-virus-consequences-erasmus-and-european-solidarity-corps-mobility-activities_en


• Extension to the deadline for Strategic Partnerships, 
including KA203 (the Strategic Partnership for Higher 
Education). 

• Originally planned for 24 March, the deadline has now 
been extended to 23 April 2020 (11am, UK time).

• A complete list of extended Erasmus+ deadlines is 
available on the European Commission website.

• List of FAQ and official responses regarding the effects of 
COVID-19 restrictions on Erasmus+ actions.

Erasmus+ call deadlines and FAQs

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/news/coronavirus-outbreak-deadlines-applications-extended_en
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/resources/coronavirus-impact_en


Impact on other EU 
programmes

COST, Creative Europe



• COST Association has recommended that all physical 
meetings are cancelled and to explore video conferencing 
and remote working for all actions. 

• The 2020 COST Open Call postponed by six months to 29 
October 2020. 

• The Commission has released a statement saying that it 
understands that containment measures may have 
consequences for Creative Europe projects.

• Are adopting a position of maximum flexibility in regards to 
implementing the programme.

COST and Creative Europe

https://www.cost.eu/who-we-are/about-cost/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/content/corona-virus-consequences-creative-europe-programme-and-related-activities_en


Other considerations
Research Infrastructures, immigration



• Several research infrastructures have set up specific 
services (e.g. rapid, or fast track access) to allow 
researchers to obtain results as soon as possible.

• A list of relevant research infrastructures, along with the 
resources available for researchers and labs working on 
COVID-19, is available on a dedicated webpage, 
(compiled with support from the ERIC Forum). 

• The Association of European-Level Research 
Infrastructures is collecting relevant information via a brief 
questionnaire.

Fast track Access to Research Infrastructures

https://erf-aisbl.eu/research-infrastructures-offer-for-research-on-covid-19/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScK2u5W11AOireceq7HnOjaltMjkfg0rHY3hYEVXNytzp0BmA/viewform


• UK Government has announcement: individuals who are currently 
unable to return home at the end of their UK entry visa, as a result of 
the COVID-19 outbreak, will be able to extend their visa until 31 May 
2020. 

UK Entry Visa Extensions

• Extension applies to anyone whose 
leave expired after 24 January 
2020 and who is unable to leave 
the country because of travel 
restrictions or self-isolation. 

• UK Visa and Immigration has set up 
a dedicated COVID-19 immigration 
team to assist with the extension 
process (advice is to contact HR 
departments in the first instance). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/visas-extended-for-those-currently-unable-to-return-home-due-to-covid-19?utm_source=e042435d-2e21-4022-a0c4-448c75757472&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate


Questions?
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